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We, the people of St. Peterõs Church of Coupland, recognizing Jesus Christ as the Son of God, 

invite all to share the joy of Godõs Word through the Holy Spirit, 

calling us to community, worship, service and fellowship. 

 

with a code of morals.  But no culture has 

come up with a belief that the God who 

came to save them (that was common) 

allowed his own Son to be destroyed by 

the very people he came to save. And to-

tally unheard of is the claim that after a 

horrific death, the Savior returns in full 

power and majesty, proving to those wit-

nesses that there is life after death-eternal 

life offered to all.  What kind of story is 

that? What logic is there in that? It is not 

about logic, folks,  itôs about grace, Godôs 

grace. 

  Biblical writers never set out to 

write a logical account of creation or resur-

rection, as Jefferson did. They had no in-

tention to be scientists. They set out to tell 

how world events could finally be under-

stood, not as historical or factual, but as a 

journey with God from the beginning of all 

time. They interpreted the gritty and harsh 

facts of life around them through the eyes 

of God. And it was through those eyes of 

faith that they saw that God had loved 

them always and loved them into their fu-

ture. It was faith that could say in the face 

of all odds, Godôs will prevails and no evil 

can destroy it. It was faith that looked at 

the events of Holy Week and groaned and 

cried in agony, and then focused Easter 

Morning. And they would cry out in exul-

tation and in the face of all odds and logic, 

to say to the powers of evil, ñHe is Risen!ò 

Cut and paste as we might, the core story 

of Christianity is centered not on a nice 

moral code, but proclaims in faith that Je-

sus Christ is risen indeed! That is the dia-

mond I see as precious and beautiful be-

yond all scientific measure. 

    

Pastor John 

Diamonds in a Dunghill  

  

Special points of 
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Senior Citizens 
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Opening 
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March 20 

At a recent adult discussion group, I 

opened my Bible to read the story about Jesusô 

temptation and couldnôt find it! It was gone! I 

had inadvertently grabbed an older, very used 

Bible. Some of the pages had come loose and I 

had never put them back in the proper order. 

We had a great laugh about just leaving out 

temptation! 

\ How nice would it be for everyone to 

choose which parts of the Bible to keep in and 

which parts to pull out and discard? Why, some 

folks would throw out the entire creation story, 

or maybe those sexy little lines about ñmy love 

is like a gazelle,ò or women keeping silent in 

public! Who wouldnôt want to chuck something 

out of the Bible that makes us uncomfortable?  

Why not just chuck the whole crucifixion and 

resurrection thing? Wouldnôt the Bible sell bet-

ter if it made more sense or wasnôt so earthly 

and brutal at times? 

 Thomas Jefferson was a man who 

wouldnôt deal with anything if it couldnôt be 

approach from a rational, logical viewpoint. So 

one day he took a pair of scissors and pro-

ceeded to cut out from the Bible every passage 

that didnôt make sense! He chucked angels, 

genealogies, all miracles, the Trinity, the divin-

ity and the resurrection of Jesus. Yes, he made 

himself a cut and paste Bible just to his per-

sonal liking, which still exists in the National 

Museum in Washington. He wrote: ñThere will 

be found remaining the most sublime and be-

nevolent code of morals which has ever been 

offered to man. I have performed this operation 

for my own use, by cutting verse by verse out 

of the printed book, and arranging the matter 

which is evidently his, and which is as easily 

distinguishable as diamonds in a dunghill 

(www.wikipedia.org). 

               Is the Bible just a beautiful code of 

morals or is it something more? As we begin 

journeying through the Lenten season and ap-

proach the events of Holy Week and then fully 

stand together on Easter morning to proclaim 

ñHe is Risen!ò, what if we didnôt have those 

events? What would our lives be like without 

them? Virtually every culture has come up  



Page 2 St. Peter½s News 

Sunday School Breakfast!! 
 

Every first Sunday of the month, a warm and 

delicious breakfast is offered to everyone be-

fore Sunday School, at 8:30AM. Everyone in 

the congregation is invited!  
 

The following cooks have volunteered for the 

next several months: 
 

March 7 - Don Wernli 

April 4 - Easter - everyone contributes                                                               

May 2 - OPEN 
 

Volunteers are always welcome - You 

choose the menu! 

Memorials  
 

In Memory of  

Kenneth Schroeder 

Scott and JoAnn Ging 
Zada Downing 

Calvin and Delphine Ging 
Barbara Adkisson 

Robert and Doreen Streit 
Alfred and Hallie Streit 

 

 

EASTER LILY  
ORDERS 

 
Itôs already time to order Easter lilies.  The price is $12.00 . 
If you would like to honor someone or have a memorial for 
someone, place your order by filling out the form below and 
dropping in the container in the offering plate at church or 
contacting Charlotte Albert at home 856-2717 or work 352-
7576 or contact Jill in the church office at 856 -2433. It is im-
portant that you provide how you want your name printed in 
the bulletin, who the honor or memorial is for, and whether 
you want to keep your lily after the service on Easter Sunday.  
 
If you do not want your lily, it will be disposed of in an ap-
propriate manner by taking to the nursing homes or to a shut 
in or planted in a flower bed or enjoyed by someone who 
loves Godôs creation of flowers. You may call or fill out the 
form below, drop it in the offering plate or mail to the church 
office: 

 

DEADLINE IS :   March 19, 2010  
 

ANY ORDERS AFTER THIS DATE WILL BE TOO 
LATE TO BE ACKNOWLEDGED  

IN THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER  

  
2010 Easter Lilies  

  
Number of lilies : ____     

Do you want to keep your lily :  Yes____   No____  
  

Please print  your name how you want  
 it in the bulletin, GIVEN BY:  

 

_________________________________________  
  

Name(s) to be honored___ or in Memory___ of :  
 

_________________________________________  

  

Church Secretary Needed 
20 hrs/wk. 

Knowledge of Microsoft Office Suite  

and office equipment required. 

Phone skills and relating to public required. 

 

Send resume to: 

 St. Peterôs Church of Coupland 

P.O. Box 146 

Coupland, TX. 78615 
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- Oscar Findeisen has had to be moved to the Cornerstone Rehabilitation Hospital in Austin for wound care. He will be there 

about three weeks and then be returned to the Pflugerville Care Center. He was more responsive when last visited and able to say 

more words. 

 

-LaValle Hanson was moved to the Scott and White Hospital, Temple from the rehabilitation center due to several massive in-

fections, especially in the intestines, which weres very contagious. She has now been moved back to the Temple Living Center, 

East, 1511 Marlinwood Rd, Temple, TX 76502. She had been gaining so much more mobility at the rehab center and was feeling 

much better when these infections took over.  

 

- Hallie Streit  has been moved back home and is adjusting to all the therapy and help that comes and goes each day. She is much 

stronger now but is limited in her movements around the house. 

 

-Alfred  Streit is still about the same physically, but is so much happier to have his Hallie back home! With the two of them to-

gether, life is simply good. 

 

-Alice Guenther continues to be grounded from driving and welcomes a lift any time.  

 

-Edgar Thiele has been diagnosed with some new cancer in his lung but the doctors are looking to find out where the cancer cells 

are originating. He is having more tests at this moment.  

 

-Billie Schultz  has had a lot of problems with his feet and his mobility recently.  

 

-Melvin Poldrack was hospitalized for an intestinal blockage and operated on, and it took many days for his health to return.  

 

-Frederick Zucknick  has been hospitalized for extreme pain in his hip area. Tests are still ongoing. He is at Scott and White, 

Round Rock. 

 

-Sharon Bland was hospitalized with sudden symptoms of stroke but was finally diagnosed  with a seizure disorder. She is not to 

drive for six months.  

 

-All our older ones continue to do well: Toby Wittliff, Selma Eiben, Vi Kreidel, Regina Albert,  Cecilia Rau and Boots Thomp-

son.  

 
Our 

CONDOLENCES TO:  
 

-Gene Rinderknecht on the death of his brother-in-law, Kenneth Schroeder, suddenly on February 15. Kenneth was taken ill and 

died very suddenly that evening. His wife, Virginia, and Geneôs sister, died just two years ago. Kenneth leaves no immediate 

family, but his church family will miss him so very much. 

 

ñFor God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For 

God sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him.ò (John 3: 16-17) 

 

 

O u r   S i c k   a n d   S h u t - I n s 

Iôs A Girl 
  Caitlin Elizabeth Kennedy arrived  February 12, 2010.   

She weighed 8 lbs, 6 oz. and was 21 inches long.   
She joins her parents Eric and Stephanie and  two brothers Cole and William. 
 
  Her proud grandparents are Russell and Susan Schmidt. 
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01-03-10 Offering  2686.00 

 Sunday School 139.00 

 Adopt-a-Child 30.00 

 Kitchen Renovation 
 
Memorial 
 
Other 

130.00 
 

45.00 
 

2.00 

 Total:  2709.00 

Adults - 66 Children - 13 Total - 79 
 

01-10-10 Offering 
Sunday School 

          2423.00 
              36.00 

 Landscaping               20.00 

 Memorial               55.00 

 Kitchen Renovation              25.00 

 Adopt-a-Child 
 
Calendars 

              40.00 
 

25.05 
 

                                   Total:            2624.05 

Adults 73 Children 10 Total: 83 

01-17-10 Offering 
Sunday School  

2147.00 
155.55 

 Memorial 
Kitchen Renovation 

20.00 
30.00 

 Haiti Relief 
Special Event 

185.00 
12.00 

 Total:  2549.55 

    Adults 68    Children -  10    Total - 78 

01-24-10 Offering 
Sunday School  

1850.00 
11.00 

 Haiti Relief 
Calendars 
Cemetery Fund 
OCWM 

745.00 
12.20 
50.00 
95.00 

 Other 50.00 

 Total:  2873.20 

Adults 58    Children -  11    Total - 69 

01-31-10 Offering 
Sunday School  

2028.00 
18.75 

 Memorial 
Kitchen Renovation 

30.00 
30.00 

 Haiti Relief 
Landscaping 
Noisy Offering 

50.00 
25.00 
58.27 

 Total:  2549.55 

    Adults 62    Children -  13    Total - 75 

January Offering & Attendance  

1st    Anita Holubec, Kevin Krieg &  

 Robert Streit 

2nd    Ann Gillis, Fred Zucknick &  

             Janet Doss 

3rd Lois Schmidt 

6th Heather Shuttles 

7th Helen Polzin 

8th Kandice Samuelson & Lois 

 Drachenberg 

9th Candace Benad 

10th Grace Nelson 

11th Jay Sutton 

13th Chantal Eiben 

19th Colin Snell, Kyle Snell  

             & Layne Harkins 

20th Edgar Thiele & Kristin   

 Rathburn 

23rd Russell Schmidt, Jr. 

25th Richard Brown, Sherry  

 Stifflemire & Tammy Wellings 

27th David Wellings 

28th Haydon Shuttles 

 The Senior Citizens next Lunch-

eon  will be on March 16th at 11:30 a.m. 

   Senior Citizens Plan March  

        Meeting, Luncheon 

March  

       Birthdays 



Page 5 Issue III  

 

 

CALENDAR  
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March Worship & Attendants  
 

March 3 Wednesday Lenten Service  Violet               
  In the Cross of Christ I Glory   251 

  Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley  217 

 

March 7 3rd Sunday in Lent    Violet 

  Communion   

Theme  Open Invitation 

Scripture Luke 13: 1-9 

Hymns  Take My Life and Let It Be   458 

  Our God Our Help in Ages Past  Insert 

  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  21 

Praise Song      This Is the Day 
 

 

March  10 Wednesday Lenten Service  Violet 
  Beneath the Cross of Jesus   253 

  Fairest Lord Jesus    240 

 

March 14 4
th

 Sunday in Lent    Violet

   

Theme  Embracing Love 

Scripture Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32   

Hymns  O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing  349 

  Children of the Heavenly Father  89 

  Breathe on Me, Breath of God  161  

Praise Song He Has Made Me Glad 

Special Offering: One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

 

March  17 Wednesday Lenten Service  Violet 
  Near the Cross     254 

  Where You There?    287 

 

March 21 5th Sunday in Lent    Violet 

  Communion 

Theme  Something New    

Scripture Isaiah 43: 16-21 

Hymns  Just As I Am     417 

  When We All Get to Heaven   123 

  My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less  92 

Praise Song Great Is the Lord 

 

 

March 24 Wednesday Lenten Service  Violet                 
  Down at the Cross   255 

  What Wondrous Love Is This? 283 

 

 

 

 

March 7 
Head Usher: Becky Sutton 

Liturgist: Cameron Dupy 

Greeter: Sylvia Summers  

Acolyte: Torsten Wabbel 

Altar Flowers: Don & Sylvia  

                           Summers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 14 
Head Ushers: Becky Sutton 

Liturgist: Dean Rumel 

Greeter: Sandra Wernli 

Acolyte: Alaina Gregory 

Altar Flowers: OPEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 21 
Head Ushers: Becky Sutton 

Liturgist: Sharon Bland 

Greeter: Barbara Piper 

Acolyte: Kyle Snell 

Altar Flowers: Bill & Charlotte 

                         Albert 
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March 28 Palm/Passion Sunday   Violet 

Theme  Into Jerusalem 

Scripture Luke 19: 28-40 

Hymns  All Glory, Laud and Honor   249 

  All Hail the Power of Jesusô Name  325 

  ñAre Ye Able,ò Said the Master  470 

Praise Song Majesty  

 

March  31 Wednesday Lenten Service  Violet 
  The Old Rugged Cross   256 

  Go to Dark Gethsemane   281 

 

 

March 28 
Head Usher: Becky Sutton 

Liturgist: Johnathan Dupy 

Greeter: Lois Schmidt  

Acolyte: Colin Snell 

Altar Flowers: PalmsðFlower  

                                   Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

Bread Baker   Irene Sumner                  Event Coordinator: Charlotte Albert 

Brazos Association News 

 
Our Brazos Association Spring Meeting will be on Sunday, April 25th at 3 pm at Faith United Church of Christ, 2901 Austin's 

Colony Parkway in Bryan, on Austinôs Colony Parkway east of the Hwy. 6 bypass near Rudder High School.  Registration 

will begin at 2:30.  This gathering will be an opportunity for our Association to join with Faith in their new building and wor-

ship space as we celebrate their renewing ministry in a new neighborhood.  To be in touch with them, use their new mailing 

address and new phone number: P. O. Box 4470 

Bryan, TX  77805-4470, (979) 776-5191.  Emails still go to Pastor Karl Tewold:    
tewold5274@aol.com 

 

The South Central Conference Annual Meeting in New Orleans on June 4-6 at the Marriott New Orleans (Convention Center) 

will provide all kinds of opportunities.  With the theme, ñRestoring the Dance,ò attendees will have the opportunity to hear 

Rev. Susan Brooks Thistlethwaite of Chicago Theological Seminary as the keynote speaker; Rev. Gail Bowman, chaplain of 

Dillard University as the Sunday preacher; tour Back Bay Mission, tour  New Orleans, or learn about UCC Disaster Ministries 

on Friday; attend workshops; and enjoy jazz music.  Attendees need to make reservations at the Marriott by May 3 to get the 

Conference rate of $99 per night.  You can combine your trip to New Orleans with work at the New Orleans UCC Disaster 

Recovery Ministry by contacting them at 504-258-7306 at their office at Little Farms UCC in River Ridge, La.  Remember, 

too, that the UCC Southern Regional Youth Event will be held at Dillard University, June 10-13.  I encourage churches to 

send youth and adults.  Check http://www.ucc.org/calendar/southern-region-youth-event.html for registration information, and 

let me know if you are planning to go so we can try to coordinate transportation. 

 

Finally, I am looking forward to sharing about the trip to El Salvador that John Sumner and I recently took to explore a part-

nership there between South Central Conference churches and the community ministries of Iglesia Bautista Emanuel.  We had 

an extraordinary trip and hope our churches will consider being mission partners in this work.   

 

                             
 

 

Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Brazos Association Minister 

mailto:tewold5274@aol.com
http://www.ucc.org/calendar/southern-region-youth-event.html
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Highlights Church Council Meeting 
February 11,  2010 

 
Members present:  Michele Dupy, Don Schmidt, Anita Holubec, Dean Rumel, Sylvia Summers, Margaret Miller and Doreen 

Streit.  Pastor Sumner and Zada Downing were also present.  Irene Florida was also present. 

 

At this time Irene gave information on the grant application with the Texas Methodist Foundation for the playground cover.  Irene 

stated that the initial bid for the playground cover for the grant proposal was $15,000.  This is also the amount that was approved 

by the congregation.  Now, the price has increased to $17,500.  Sylvia made a motion to accept the increase of $17,500 for the 

playground cover, seconded by Doreen.  Motion passed unanimously.  The resolution and application for the grant was signed by 

all council members present.  Irene will obtain the signatures of the other members and mail the application next week. 

 

The second thing that Irene wanted to discuss with the Council on behalf of the Master Planning Committee was the recommen-

dation of a Kitchen Renovation Committee.  The Master Planning Committee has recommended a six ïmember sub-committee 

consisting of Danny Smith (chairman), Gene Henze, Barbara Piper, Petter Wabbel, Tammy Wellings and Sandra Wernli.  Doreen 

made a motion to accept the recommendation of the Master Planning Committee for the members of the Kitchen Renovation 

Committee, seconded by Sylvia.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

The Master Planning Committee had also drafted an article and questionnaire for the newsletter concerning the kitchen renova-

tion.  The council reviewed the article.  Sylvia made a motion that the article and questionnaire concerning the kitchen renovation 

be published in the newsletter, seconded by Margaret.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Irene stated that some of the current ideas are to move the kitchen to the stage area.  If that would occur, the present kitchen could 

be used as conference room (heat & air separate) or opened up for additional seating as needed.  The Sunday School room next to 

the sanctuary could be used as a sacristy for the storage of altar clothes, storage of communion ware and preparation of commun-

ion.  Any and all ideas are welcome from the members and all encouraged to complete and return the questionnaire in the news-

letter. 

 

This concluded the presentation by Irene and she excused herself from the meeting.  The meeting proceeded with the agenda. 

 

Committee Reports   
 

 Building and Grounds  - Pastor John reported that Danny Smith and Hank Smith have been working with Irene and himself to 

build a closet in the attic.   

 

Christian Education  - Doreen reported that all teachers except for nursery are in place for the Spring and the new material has 

been received.  Summer Bible Camp (VBS) will be held June 6, 7 & 8.  Candice Mills will be the director.  The Senior Youth 

will participate as teachers; however there are still a few slots to fill.  The Summer Youth Program will run from June 14 thru 

July 23 on Monday & Friday.  Famine will be held March 5th & 6th.  The youth will show a video clip before church on Haiti.  

They have decided that part of the Famine money will go Haiti and part to the Taylor Food Pantry.  The Board decided not to 

sponsor the Down Home Flower Sale this year.  There is a clean-up scheduled at Slumber Falls for anyone interested on February 

26-28. 

 

Mission and Stewardship - One Great Hour of Sharing will be March 14, 2010. 

 

Worship Committee - The Worship Committee will meet after church on February 21. 

 

Active Adults - The pancake supper is scheduled for Friday, February 12.  Bill Dupy, Danny Smith and Rex Snell will be at the 

church around 4:00 to start the pancakes.  The supper is from 5:30 ï 7:00 pm. 

 

Old Business 

 
Interim Committee - Charlotte Albert has been asked to chair the Interim Committee for hiring an interim pastor during Pastor 

Johnôs sabbatical.  Charlotte has talked to the conference minister and he has given us numerous questions to think about.  Char-

lotte will be forming a committee. 
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Bethel Bible Series  - Doreen reported that the Board of Christian Education again discussed the purchase of the Bethel Bible 

Series at their meeting on Tuesday.  The Bethel Bible Series is a two year study of the bible, one year on the Old Testament and 

one year on the New Testament.  Pastor John is trained and certified to teach this series.  In order to offer this bible study series, 

the church would have to pay a one time fee of $1100 to register the church.  Participants would have to purchase their materials 

to attend the bible study.  No action was taken at the time because there was not a quorum present at the meeting. 

 

 New Business 

   

Facilities Usage Agreement - St. Peterôs usage agreement for the facilities does not address the usage of candles or of the 

churchôs linens.  It was discussed that anytime candles are used they should be in a container that will catch any candle wax 

drippings.  Charlotte Albert and Michele Dupy will work on a draft and present to the Council at a later meeting. 

 

 Purchase of Table Linens - The damaged table linen cloths need to be replaced.  St. Peterôs has already been reimbursed for the 

cost to replace the cloths for the round tables.  We now have eight 8 ft oblong tables and it was discussed if we should purchase 

linens to match the round tables at a price of $16.00 per cloth.  Dean made a motion that we purchase the linen table cloths for 

the eight oblong tables to match the round tables.  The motion was seconded by Don.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Relay for Life  - Please let any council member know if you are interested in chairing the Relay for Life event in either Elgin or 

Taylor on behalf of St. Peterôs. 

 

Floral Baskets - The Board of Christian Education reported to the Council that they will not be sponsoring the Floral Basket Sale 

this year.  The floral baskets were purchased from Down Home Ranch and sold to members as a fundraiser for Slumber Falls 

campers. 

 

Parsonage Bathroom Flooring - The flooring in the upstairs bathroom of the parsonage needs to be replaced with linoleum.  Pas-

tor John reported that this will need to be done by a flooring company due to all the cuts that will need to be made for installa-

tion.  It is approximately 8 x 16 ft long.  The plywood is still good underneath.  The cost should be under $400.00.  Doreen made 

a motion to have the parsonage bath upstairs flooring replaced and installed for an approximate cost of $400.  The motion was 

seconded by Sylvia.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Art Exhibit ï There will be an art exhibit after worship services on March 7 for the students in Pastor Johnôs art class to display 

their artwork.  Everyone is invited to see the great work the students have done. 

 

Secretarial Position - The church secretary, Jan Raesz, submitted her resignation effective February 11.  The job description will 

be reviewed and advertised in the Taylor and Elgin newspapers. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Doreen Streit 
       

Officers 
 
President  Michele Dupy  
Vice President  Scott Ging 

Secretary  Doreen Streit 

Treasurer                            Zada Downing 

Financial Secretary            Sylvia Summers 

 
Members                                                                      
  
Charlotte Albert  Don Schmidt 
Margaret Miller                Anita Holubec 
Rex Snell  Dean Rumel 

 
Ex-Officio  
Rev. Dr. John C. Sumner 

Church Council Members and Officers Goals for 2010 
 

Divine presence concept in all of us 

Nurture fellowship 

Try something different each month 

Informal release 

Coffee in back of church 

Increase membership ï 12 new members this year 

Membership profile in newsletter 

New Bible Study 

Baptism 

Health Fair ï blood drive/CPR training classes 

Kitchen renovation 

Patio cover & outside benches 

Possible Mission trip to El Salvador in January 2011 
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 MISSION OPPORTUNITIESéé. 

helping others in our church, community, country, world! 

 

Our mission in life as a Christian should be to share our bounty and blessings to help those less fortunate than ourselves.  

All that we have is really just on loan to us while we are here on earth.  As we enter this Lenten season let us ñgive upò 

some of the money we are blessed to have. 

 

There is an envelope for each Lenten offering in your giving book (if you donôt have yours, please contact the church).  

Listed below are wonderful opportunities to support during this Lenten season.  Take a moment and look at your giving 

book and you will the see the date of each on your envelopes and below a short explanation of each special offering: 

 

Feb. 17 (Ash Wednesday) Back Bay Mission ï Biloxi, MS. This UCC affiliated mission was started in the 

early 1900ôs to help poor fishermen and evolved over the years to serve homeless people, those 

down on their luck.  The mission supplies sleeping bags and one man tents in cold weather, help with utilities, bus 

fare, food pantry, clothing, help with rent.  Hurricane Katrina wiped out all of the buildings at Back Bay Mission 

with the exception of the administration building which had to be totally gutted and redone inside.  Today, the mis-

sion has 3 new beautiful buildings and continues to offer the services pre Katrina but has led the mission in a new 

direction post Katrina.  In addition to the other services, the need for housing has become greater because of the 

destruction Katrina caused.  Back Bay Mission developed a new corporation Gulf Coast Housing Initiative, land 

was purchased, developed, and is now beginning the building of affordable housing with grants of the government 

to provide much needed affordable housing in the community.  If you havenôt already given your Ash Wednesday 

offering, please give generously! 

Feb. 24 ï Down Home Ranch ï located on FM 619 Southéin our neighborhood.  This is a working ranch 

for adults with Downs Syndrome.  It gives those with Downs Syndrome the opportunity to have productive lives 

and live independently in group homes on the ranch.  Down Home Ranch is famous for their growth of thousands 

of poinsettias each year for churches in our area and surrounding areas including churches in Austin.  They also 

grow pot plants and hanging baskets in their green houses and have a retail store there for purchasing these plants.  

They support themselves also by having cows, chickens, and their own vegetable gardens. 

March 3 ï Eden Home ï located in New Braunfels providing facilities for senior adults housing, assisted 

living, and nursing home care.  This is UCC affiliated with a UCC Chaplain on staff to provide spiritual care and 

there is a lovely chapel for worship services.  Many UCC members and pastors have retired to this community. 

March 10 ï Emmaus Home ï two locations in St. Charles, MO., and Marthasville, MO.  A UCC affiliate that 

provides support, services, and advocacy for adults with developmental disabilities and mental retardation includ-

ing residential and day habilitation programs.  Some clients live in their own homes and work and volunteer in the 

greater community, while others receive care and services in a group home or on one of the two residential cam-

puses. Clients come to Emmaus Homes from around the United States.  Spiritual needs are met by resident UCC 

Chaplains and through worship services held on both campuses, and individual and group visits to clients. 

March 14 ï Besides your general offering envelope, there are two additional opportunities to reach out to others. 

 Cemetery Fund ï this, of course, is St. Peterôs Cemetery here in Coupland.  Funds help pay for lawn care 

and there is the desperate need for funds for upkeep and landscaping to make our cemetery a more peaceful attrac-

tive place to visit loved ones.  Wouldnôt it be nice to sit on a bench under a tree for a few minutes to meditate and 

remember loved ones buried there? 

One Great Hour of Sharing ï is the special mission offering of the UCC that carries Godôs message  of hope and 

love to people in more than eighty countries.  The UCC works with international partners to provide sources of 

clean water and food, education and health care, small business micro-credit, emergency relief, and advocacy and 

resettlement for refugees and displaced persons. OGHS also supports domestic and international ministries for dis-

aster preparedness and response.  Rest assured, your past OGHS dollars are at work in New Orleans with the UCC 

Disaster Response Team still rebuilding from Katrina and in Haiti providing disaster relief from the earthquake 

there. 

March 17 ï Evangelical Childrenôs Home ï In the German Evangelical tradition, this home has evolved out of  

charitable projects started in the mid-1800ôs.  This UCC affiliate partners with the community to assist children, 

youth, and their families in their individual quest for health and wholeness through quality, faithful, professional 

services.  Children in crisis are more likely in a separated family or a family crisis or have been separated from 

family by death.  Their services include Family Unification Services, Family Focused Residential Services, inten-

sive in-Home Services and Foster Care Management.  Let us never forget how fortunate and blessed we, our chil-
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dren, and grandchildren are by the grace of God! 

March 24 ï Slumber Falls Camp & Retreat Center ï located on the Guadalupe River just outside New 

Braunfels.  A beautiful setting for children first grade through high school to attend a week long camp 

learning and discussing the Bible in Godôs created natural setting.  They also have the opportunity to spend 

time with children and youth from other UCC churches in our Conference (Texas and Louisiana), having 

fun, relaxing, sports, doing chores, going to Vespers each evening and having work projects that improve the camp-

site.  There are also specialized camps sometimes for families, photography, etc. 

Additionally, at the same site is a Retreat Center where adults can come for meetings, reunions, etc. 

Walk among the trees and enjoy the beautiful outdoors and leave the stress of jobs behind and meditate by walking 

the labyrinth. 

April 2 ï Good Friday -  Williamson County Child Welfare Board ï This is a 15 member board appointed by 

our County Commissioners.  This board oversees the funds that are provided by the State and County.  Those funds 

are for essentials for children and youth whose parentôs parental rights were removed and the children have been 

placed in conservatorship of a caregiver.  Our funds donated can help for various things that state and county funds 

do not pay for including, extra-curricular activities, a prom dress, a class ring, drivers education, outside tutoring, 

spending money for a young person attending a technical school or college on scholarship who has proven to keep 

grade point average in acceptance range, as well as providing other needs. 

April 4 ï Easter ï Evangelism/Member Care ï This fund takes care of our church family and people in our 

immediate community who may need a little extra assistance.  If you know of someone in our church 

family or community who could use some assistance in any way, financial or a meal, etc. please drop a 

note in the offering, or call the church office.  

 

Donôt forget the first Sunday of each month has an envelope to contribute to our Sunday School fund.  There is Sunday 

School for ALL ages! Most importantly, donôt forget to send in your weekly offering envelope if you canôt attend.  The elec-

tricity, water, etc. still has to be paid even when some of us are unable to attend.  You will be blessed many times over for 

your generosity!  THANKS  

 

      Charlotte Albert, Chair ï Mission & Stewardship Committee 

 

 

 

  

New Member Sunday  
 

March 28th is New Member 

Sunday.  If you are interested 

in becoming a member of St. 

Peterôs Church, please contact 

Pastor John. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Dear Partners & Friends at St. Peters, 
           Please accept our sincerest thanks and 
gratitude for your very generous gifts to the Food 
Pantry again in 2009!  Of course, that is in addition 
to your volunteer help throughout the year.   
           Many thanks to all of your folks at St. Peters.  
We appreciate your making sure that people right 
here in our own backyard are helped.  We are so 
pleased to serve in his ministry together with you!   
            God Bless you all in 2010 
 

   Shepherdôs Heart              

Shepherdôs Heart 
            Food Pantry & 

                Community Ministries 


